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CHAPTER   I.

INTRODUCTORY.

THE influences which help to shape human destiny
are many and varied. At some period in the
early history of two lives, beginning their course
separately, one of them, by coming into contact with
the other, is quickened into deeper vitality, and the
germ of a great and unthought-of future is formed.
Lives touch each other, and thenceforth, like meeting
waters, their onward course is destined, and flows
through deeper and broader channels.

Among the most commanding of human influences
is that of woman. As mother, or sister, or wife we find
her, at every period of a man's existence, occupying a
prominent part as his guide, comforter, and friend.
Not unfrequently it happens that the influence of a
sister is the greatest, and that to which a career is due.
Especially is this so when the mother dies whilst the
brother and sister are young. The influence of the
wife, all-powerful though it may be, is of a later date,                              f
